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: Jerris Leonard 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Kighta Division 


The Department of Justice has received allega- |! 
tions concerning the Hartford police end their handling 
£ civil disturbances. particular, we have receive 

complaint about the shooting of two Puerto 


Please monitor the situation, including but not 
imited to, obtaining copies of police reports, and 
aper articles. No interviews of victims or 
tnesses is being requested et this time. 


Attached for your information ere copies 
leetegrans recently sent to partment. 
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RE REPORT!E:: -9 RAVE ECEN BEATEN BADLY EVEN WHEN THE CHARGE 


IS NO MORE “>2I0US THAN VIOLATION OF A LOCAL CURFEW. THE BELIEF 


IS WIDESP?::2-IN THE BALC< COMMUNITY OF HARTFORD AND IN SIMILAR 


COMMUNITIES IN THE STATS THAT (@EcRaRzr Ome ARE USING 
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WITH LOCAL C?FICALS AND C::2UPS AND HAS USED RADIO APPEALS -FOR 


SANITY. ALL ZJCH HAVE 3EE: RENDERED ON NO FORCE AND EFFECT 


BY REPORTS Gr FRESH ASSAULTS UPON INNOCENT BLACK CITIZENS. 
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Reurairtel and LAM dated 9/3/70. 


19 and 30 of referenced LAM, Which are 
weroxed copies of tion of the Hartford Polic 
Department statistia ormation relating to ¢! 
matter, were copied in such a manner that the t 
each event is not shown. Prepare and furnish 


Bureau by return mail amended copies of page 19 
Agent and supervisory personnel should 

review letterhead memoranda emanat 

dneure that the data contained 

will eliminate the need for further 
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“ITED STATES DEPARTMENT G. JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
510 Trust Company Building 
New Haven, Connecticut 06510 


WN SUBJECTS; 
HARTFORD POLICE OFFICERS 
HARTFORD (HARTFORD CO.) CONNECTICUT 


This memorandum contains the results of a limited 
Lier iaccy 


Inquiries in this matter are predicated upon the 
following telegrams addressed to the Honorable JOHN 
MITCHELL, Attorney General of the United States, 

tice Department, Washington, D. C. 
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‘APPENDIX 


BLACK PANTHER PARTY,aka 
Black Panther Party for Self-Defense 

According to its official newspaper the Black Panther 
Party (BPP) was started during December. 1966 in Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, to organize black people so they can take control of: the 
life, politics and the destiny of the black community. It was 
. Organized by BOBBY GEORGE SEALE, BPP Chairman, and HUEY P. NEWTON, 
BPP Minister of Defense. NEWTON is presently serving a sentence 
of two to fifteen years on a conviction of manslaughter in 
connection with the killing of an Oakland police officer. 

The official newspaper, "The Black Panther,”: which further 
describes itaif as the "Black Community News Service," stated that 
the advocates the use of guns and guerrilla tactics in its 
revolutionary program to end oppression of the black people. 
Residents of the black community are urged to arm themselves against 
the police who are consistently referred to in the publication as 
“pigs” who should be killed. | 


“The Black Panther” issue of September 7, 1968, contains an 
. editorial by BPP Minister of Education, GEORGE MASON MURRAY which 
---- @nds wth the following: 


lack Men. Black people, colored persons of America, re- 
volt everywhere: Arm yourselves. The only culture worth keeping 
is revolutionary culture. Change, Freedom everywhere. Dynanite: 
Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere:" 


Iacluded in the introduction to an article appearing in the 
OctoberS, 1968, edition of"the Black Panther" is the s atement, 
~..-We will act dissent from American Government. We w 
at.” 


Issues of the “Black Panther” regularly contain 
from the writiags of Chairman MAO Tse-tung of the 
of China and feature MOA's stateneant that "political 
out of the barrel of a gun." 
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Re Bureau airtel to New Heven, dated $/10/70. 
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in this LHM, per Bureau instructions. 
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Transmit the following in 
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Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 


Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of 


37, Vol. 82 » Manual of Instructions, and surep 
days of the receipt of this communiosting. 
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State in the first paragraph of the deteils of your report that it contains the results 
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all persons interviewed 

appropriate officiale at the outset that this inves! 
of the Assistant Attorney General in charge | 

Justice, referring to him by name as well as 
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UNITED STAY’, GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


Director, 
' Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Jerris Leonard 
Assistant Attorney General 


FS il Rights Division 
lM, Artywre 


, | 
Hartford Police Officers 
Har (Hartford County), Connecticut, - 
ilkins - lainan 
Summary Punishment 
IVIL RIGHTS 


Reference is made to your report dated Sept 
1970, at New Haven. Particular reference is made 


page 18 of that report. 


Please conduct the following investigation. 
(1) Obtain a copy of the report of the autopsy perfor 


on victim Gonzalez. (2) Obtain copies of police reco 
of the investigation of Gonzalez’s death. 
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The New Haven Office will maintain contact with the Hartford 
County Coroner's Office and following the Coroner's Inquest. 


will prepare an LHM incorporating the 
Police Department report conducted in 
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[2/21-22/70. She advised that many witnesses ap 
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ahd equently the report will not be completed 
ie Tater part of January 1971. 
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“De reported as soon as available, 


The New Haven Office will maintain lieison with 
the Coroner's Office at Hartford, Conn. and will report 


results of requested investigation immediately upon’ receipt 
of this repert. . 
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